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President’s Message —

March 2009

“And when | die, there’ll be one more child to carry on....”

I’'m not qualified to write this first
article. I only knew Larry Maupin
for about six years whereas dozens
of you within the Nebraska string
community knew him seemingly
forever. Larry passed away on 15
December 2009—two days after the
Hastings Symphony Orchestra performed its annual
Christmas program. Larry was not with the HSO, but
somewhat coincidentally, the stage was filled with about
50 student violinists from the studios of Mischa Johnson
and Cindy Brosman—both of whom had networked
with Larry for several decades. | said to Mischa leefor
the concert, “In my heart, our first piece [“Sheep May
Safely Graze” arranged by Cailliet] is for Larry.”
Mischa took by hand and choked back some tears.
Perhaps we sensed it wouldn’t be long before the great
Conductor/Educator in the sky would call Larry to take
his position in the heavenly orchestra.

I made a recording of that concert and had intended to
share it with Larry the that Tuesday, but just a couple of
hours before | would have made the trip to Grand
Island, Dave Klein called to say that Larry passed away
peacefully earlier in the morning. Why does it
sometimes seem like the deeds we should do (I should
have gone to Grand Island a day earlier) don’t happen
soon enough?

For nearly 40 years Larry was a cornerstone, a fixeure
mover and a shaker, educator, violinist, conductor,
committee member, bus driver, mentor, and probably a
few other “duties as assigned” in the Grand Island
Public Schools, the Hastings Symphony Orchestra,
Trinity United Methodist Church, and quite honestly,
the State of Nebraska. Oh, it should also be meadion
that he was an incredible husband and devoted family
man as well. And what about Larry’'s phenomenal
knowledge of orchestral repertoire that Bill Roehrs and |
reflected on at the memorial service? Many timesyLar
would say, “You know that theme in the fill in the
blank movement of....” and then he’d sing it! Wow,
what a gift.

Besides the wonderful string quartet music performed at
his memorial service, many of us were impressed (and
humored) that the lyrics to a Blood, Sweat and Tears
tune, “And When | Die” were read out loud...at Larry's
request. These lyrics—and | admit to have similarly
reflected on them many times in my own life, provided

a beautiful juxtaposition of the grace, service, depth,
fortitude, purposefulness and hope for the future that
Larry lived within this community of music and
education. “And when | die, there’ll be one more child
to carryon....”

What lessons can be taken from this? If there’s one
thing | recognized far too late in my relationshiphwit
Larry is that | should have been mentored by him. In my
early 50’s, aren’t | suppose to know everything by now?
Obviously the answer to that question is “no.” So
perhaps one lesson all of us need to commit to is: 1)
seek someone to serve as a personal mentor if we
already don’t have one, and/or 2) reach out to someone
to whom we should mentor. Education, as in life, must
come full circle.

Larry also had the uncanny ability to see a need and
then get it filled. He started the Tri-City Youth

Orchestra because talented students in central Nebraska
needed to perform great masterworks. He saw a need for
public radio across all of Nebraska so he helped
spearhead fundraising efforts to make that possitdea A
collective body of string educators and citizens, our
second lesson should be to review the needs of our
community (probably not just in music) and endeavor to
bring positive results to them. The “ah-ha” moment
comes when we begin to say something like, “I

wish....” or “Someone should....” Grasp that thought,
have a halcyon moment, talk with others and make a
change.

Guess what? In the end our degrees in higher education
did little to bring such lessons to fruition. 1 know |

didn’t have a class in How to Start an Ensemble from
Scratch or How to Stockpile the Community Food Bank
through Music. As we begin 2010, let us remember
those who have impacted our personal and professional
lives, recognize their contributions to the larger @orl
around us, grasp at some of their energy, and strive to
make this a better world for our family, students, and
community.

Finally, to Ruth Meints, our immediate past-president,
thank you for your leadership and for your patience as |
assume the formidable duties ahead. You have done a
great job!

Byron W. Jensen
President, NEAST
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Membership Article

by Melissa Tatreau
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NE-ASTA YOUNG ORCHESTRA FESTIVAL
Saturday, May &, 2010

Westbrook Music Building and Kimball Recital Hall, UNL Campus
Great Opportunity for your students in Grades 6 — 9!

Allows middle schoolers an opportunity to gain experience
and receive positive feedback as individuals or as an
ensemble.

Performances will be scheduled in the morning on
Saturday, May 8", 2010.

Full and/or String Orchestras may perform 10-15 minutes of music and will participate
in a mini-clinic with the adjudicator.

Solos and small ensembles are scheduled in 10 minute blocks. Students may
perform up to 5 minutes of music and will also have a brief time with the adjudicator
for comments and help.

You may choose ratings, critique or both.
Full Orchestra is $75, String Orchestra is $50, Solos/Small Ensembles are $10 each.

Although we do encourage you to become an active member of our chapter, it is not
required for participation in this event.

REGISTRATION FORMS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY APRIL 19 2010. PAYMENT MUST
ACCOMPANY APPLICATION!

If you have any more questions:

Please contact Marla Rischling — NE-ASTA with NSOA Membegt-Large. | am available by
phone at (308) 384-1160. | am also available by emailrarischli@qgips.org

Please fill out the attached form. Send with a check made out to NE-ASTA with NSOA to:
Marla Rischling
1717 W Division Street
Grand Island, NE 68803
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NEBRASKA ASTA WITH NSOA
YOUNG ORCHESTRA FESTIVAL

FULL/STRING ORCHESTRA REGISTRATION FORM
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Saturday, May 8th, 2010

School:

Address:

School Phone: Fax:

Conductor/Teacher’'s Name:

Home Address:

Home Phone:

Email:

Check events to be entered:

Full Orchestra : Ratings Critique Both
String Orchestra : Ratings Critique Both
Selections to be played:
Full: 1.
2.
String: 1.
2.
3.
Number of Rehearsals/Week: Rehearsal Length:
Equipment needed: # of chairs: # of stands: Piano? Yes/No
ENTRY FEES:
Total number of full orchestras x$75=%
Total number of string orchestras X $50 = $
Total number of small ensembles (see back) x $10 =
Total number of solos (see back) x$10=9%
Total for all events $

Send FORM, FEES (checks made payable to ASTA with NSDA)SEATING CHART to:
Marla Rischling
1717 W Division St
Grand Island, NE 68803

REGISTRATION FORMS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY APRIL 19 ™, 2010. PAYMENT MUST
ACCOMPANY APPLICATION!
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NEBRASKA ASTA WITH NSOA
YOUNG ORCHESTRA FESTIVAL
SOLO/SMALL ENSEMBLE REGISTRATION FORM

Small Ensemble: Please include number of students in each ensemble.

Names: Grade(s): Selection/Composer: Ensemble Description/Instrumentation:

(photocopy or use additional paper as needed)
Solos:

Name: Grade: Selection/Composer Accompanist?

Please count # of solos and small ensembles to figarie¢s on the other side of this page. The fee is $1$bjmeor small
ensemble.
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SAVE THE DATE:

Tentatively scheduled for July 31, 2010
UNO Campus

More info to come in the next newsletter
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Pictured here with Edgar Mayer, bass player, Mike
Swartz (foreground), a native of Lincoln, is this
year’s “Outstanding String Educator for ensembles
and private studio 2009”. Mike is a very active
member of both the teaching and performance
community in Lincoln and Omaha. He teaches in
the Lincoln Public Schools as well as keeping an
active private studio. You can find Mike playing in
the Lincoln Symphony as the principle bassist and
can also see him playing in the Omaha Symphony.
Mike attended Lincoln Northeast High School and
went on to study double bass as a performance
major at Eastman School of Music. After a couple
of years, he returned to UNL for more schooling,
receiving a music education degree 1983. In 1991
Mike completed his Masters degree in Secondary
Education Administration also at UNL.

Mike, a dedicated teacher of 26 years is also the
Assistant Director and Music Director of the Lincoln
Youth Symphony. He has also been the director of

SAIL Music Camp for the past 20 years. His favorite part of teaching is watching the kids

learn and grow.

As usual, no one gets away from an NE-ASTA article  without responding to random
get-to-know-you questions and Mike Swartz is no exce ption.

Favorite food:

Favorite Trips:

Lobster Ravioli! (Macaroni Grill has a great Las Vegas in January (went just last
recipe--kind of pricey so | only get it once in a weekend--my sister lives there) Mexico
while) City

Favorite Composers :

What are you reading now:

Rimsky Korsakov, Mahler, Bach, Barber, Stone of Tears--Terry Goodkind

Edgar Meyer

Favorite things to do (other than
music):

Football fanatic--go huskers! (We have
season tickets).

What is on your I-Pod:

Bob James-Chicago-Edgar Meyer-Boz
Skaggs-Sade-Diana Krall-Weather
Report-various other jazz and lots of
classical and 70's and 80's music
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OCMInstitute: Fun and Intense

Rachel Aalund

Omaha Conservatory of Music is announcing its week
long adventureDmaha Conservatory of Music Institute
for music lovers all around from beginners to collegiate gvel

Located on the University of Nebraska Omaha campusyehisthe intense week is
adding a day and takes place July 25-31, 2010. Last summarstihete had over 75
participants in 5 majors: Advanced Orchestra, Junior $irivigice/Musical Theater,
Piano and Guitar. Institute attendees also get to choaseslfrom six interesting
electives; allowing students to cross over from their anosajor.

This year replacing the guitar program will be a prograneddlThe Band.” This
program will allow pre-formed bands, and musicians thptyeplaying together, to
learn skills for performing fusion, rock, jazz, blues and

country.

Katie, a 14 year old violinist who attended last year,

describes the institute as “AWESOME-I-CAL!” When

asked why she wanted to attend again this summer, she

replied “Friends! And the music was really good too!”

She went on to say that staying in the UNO dorms gave

her a chance to get to know others. Katie indicatedeaelective, “Musical Theatre
Chorus” was particularly enjoyable for her.

Do not miss an opportunity to get your students involved undefarning experience
this summer. Our website will be updated frequently witlmemioformation,
brochures, posters and applications.

Please visit or contagtww.omahacm.orgd02.932.4978 asalundri@omahacm.org
for more information.
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NEASTA helps sponsor a National High School
Orchestra violinist,

Arthur Masyuk

One of our very own Nebraska string

students auditioned and was accepted to

perform with the NSHSO, which will

rehearse and perform at the National ASTA

Convention in Santa Clara, California in

February. The members at the NEASTA

meeting held in November, voted to

contribute $200 to his overall costs. Arthur

is a private violin student of Anne Nagosky,

is a member of the Omaha Area Youth

Symphony, and a leader in the Millard West

High School Orchestra program. He has served as ¢oraser for the past two years for the
Nebraska All State Orchestra. He delves into all @spdclassical music making- chamber music,
solo competitions, orchestral ensembles and best, dfealbves to work in harmony with others! He
even enjoys teaching young students! We can be proud ofipgpors for him!

1641 South 1% Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68502-2602
(402)474-1640

www.theviolinshopinlincoln.com
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SAVE THE DATE:

Tentatively scheduled for July 31, 2010
UNO Campus

More info to come in the next newsletter

Old Avoca Schoolhouse Wor
Performances:

The spring issue of Fiddler Magazine will have a feafutiele about us, and a
reprint of one of our original tunes. The article wagten by Bob Woody, who, |
believe, is also an ASTA member.

kshops and

Saturday, February 13 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM, Twin Fiddling Workshop, in the Old Avoca
Schoolhouse (pre-registration required, $20.00 fee), AWEa,

Sunday, March 14 2:30 PM, Irish Concert, in the Old Avoca Schoolho{$&e00/adult,
$1.00/child), Avoca, NE

Saturday, April 3, 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM, Fiddling Workshop for Folks Who Have®tdPlayed the
Fiddle, in the Old Avoca Schoolhouse (pre- registrataguired, $20.00 fee), Avoca, NE

Sunday, April 11, 2:30 PM, Sea Songs, with Greenblatt & Seay, in the
Old Avoca Schoolhouse ($5.00/adult, $1.00/child), Avoca, NE

Sunday, May 9 2:30 PM, The Feminist Manifesto, with Deborah Gredhhfathe Old Avoca
Schoolhouse ($5.00/adult, $1.00/child), Avoca, NE

Debby-in-the-Schoolhouse
http://www.greenblattandseay.com

Old Avoca Schoolhout
— Avoca, Nebraska
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This event inspires fiddlers to compose their own tunes, and supports the cause of string education throughout
the great state of Nebraska.

The winners will be announced on May 29, 2010, during the Monumental Fiddling Championship held at the
Homestead National Monument in Beatrice, Nebraska. The winning compositions will be performed at the
Monumental Fiddling Championship, and printed in Stringing Along, the journal of the Nebraska Chapter of the
American String Teachers Association.

Direct your questions to:
Deborah Greenblatt,
The Old Schoolhouse,
PO Box 671,
Avoca, Nebraska, 68307-0671,
or by e-mail to: debby@qgreenblattandseay.com

The 2010 Contest Rules and Guidelines:

1. Each submission should be an original composition which must be unpublished and composed after March
31, 20009.

2. Composers may submit more than one tune, but only one prize will be awarded to any one composer.

3. Four copies of the music must be submitted via computer generated sheet music, or hand-written sheet
music.

4. The composer should include their name, address, phone number, e-mail address, and the title of the piece.

5. The entry fee of $20.00 should be sent in at the time of submission. Checks should be payable to Nebraska
ASTA.

6. If you wish to receive written evaluation of your tune by the judges, include a stamped, self-addressed
envelope with your entry.

7. Nebraska ASTA assumes no responsibility for loss or damage to works submitted.
8. Entries must be postmarked by March 31, 2010.

9. Send your entry to Deborah Greenblatt, The Old Schoolhouse, PO Box 671, Avoca, Nebraska,68307-0671.
The composer is responsible for keeping a copy of their work, as well as for copyrighting their tune.

10. The composer understands that if their tune is one of the winners, Nebraska ASTA has permission to have
the piece performed on May 29, 2010, in Beatrice, Nebraska, as well as permission to reprint the tune in
Stringing Along, the newsletter of Nebraska ASTA.

Greenblatt & Seay Publications, in Avoca, Nebraska  is a proud Sponsor of the Nebraska ASTA Fiddle Tun e Composition
Contest
For more information about the Nebraska American St ring Teachers Association, log on to the web sitea  t www.neasta.org .



Stringing Along

What Do YouDo.......... When you encourger

stage parent?one who is quick to offer their opinion, sits in on
classes at school to coach their children during orchestra rehearsals or

disrupts private lessons? As a Nebraska music teacher, how do you
handle these extremely enthusiastic parents?
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NeASTA Private Teacher Membership Listing
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If you have any changes or would like to be addetdken off the private teacher list, please cdntac
Christa Speed atspeed@gips.org
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Hey NE — ASTA Members: It is time to start thigkadout things you might like to see in this nettesle If you have events that you know about (well
in advance), send an email and we can publish toeiyou. Are you doing something unique in yaimo®l? By all means, please tellus.  Send

info to: mhunke@cox.net
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NE-ASTA with NOSA

Mindy Hunke, Editor
Stringing Along
1323 S 51 Street
Omaha NE 68106



