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Stringing Alom@he official newsletter of the American String Teachers Association Nebra}tka

Unit. It is published three times a year: Spring, Summer and Fall. Deadline for submitting material
lication in each issue are February 1, June 1, and October 1, respectively. The final decision on thq
selected for publication is made by the newsletter editor and state president.

Businesses that are interested in advertising are: $150 for a full page ad, $100 for a half page ad,

a
a quarter page ad. Some consideration will be given togpireg an advertisement for less than the entﬂ‘re
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Presi dent 0s Me

By: Patricia Richie

What are they thinking?

My life as a 50 year old parent and teacherisquitea ppl i cati onsé product.i
interesting at leastto me. | never know whateach about t he whol eé teach
day will bring, and | rarely know what is goingonis ubj ect € wil ling to tr
the minds of the teenagers | live and work with. goi ngé knows the answe
Sometimes the most basic assumptiononmy partisi st akes, then helps ¢
off the planet! Totally whack! My expectations are studentsdoesn't "demand" i
unrealistic and not easily digested. | talk to myselfwhi ch i s manageabl e to
and ponder the disconnect. Some days | ask provides structure.

myself i Why donodt -thehldquitoysT HE Y

Aot her o) wunder stand t h &€hamcaeristics pf a gréaeteacherut i ne s,
protocol, the (as Grandmaeuaedstansagdnaotelte s
fitness of thingso). Otlhekndayd hlemgudmrapg, afi Wk
(under 18ers) so closedvhemf tosasecateéd)] isoden

suggestions, and consi
You probably do not relate to my experience, becasiseh edul e and wunder st an
you have taken beginning and intermediate mind cl ass funé understands
reading classes on line. You may have a clear insight o wl edge f or student'

wn o
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into the needs of your students, and they may about students than self, and sees the responsibility of

frequently tell you what they expect from teaching as somet hing
you. ...Whats that you say? Students expectustobd/ ener gyé goes above

act / deliver in certain waysA two way street deal? students whether they want it or not, both inside §
outside of classé is p
So, an unedited list of student expectationsofgood nj oys t he job and | et
teachers and GREAT teachetemin at you. High  curriculum and finds out what he or she does not
School students polled February 4, 2008. know! ... has "heart"Eeg
engenders authority based on respect... is optimif
Characteristics of a good teacher ticé makes you | ove | e

strict and gets | ess on ampllsomets youchopse te tise thedlesforirc ra
somewhat on | es
to student s. .knowl edgékabwée&digeré chelap s velde g
askedé patienté enjoys htake muobheé plliekpatthisef or
musi cé works hardeé praias«s tfloe Dpuddenwminse& mais
tains good discipl i neé dibcplme. kootvdeach studgnt'sstiergths, s t

son planhsé eomawhat chbmmuwné clait |
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explains things t hor ou gveakngsdes,arad persenaliids.udbesmit sirsgle pappder

from their mistakesé giouwuesimeedadstti o€ sr eaop
student sé -makesmategigd gi ng teacher c¢clonesé does n
interestingé does not d¢étinlge domemediudci ist wn
hi ghly demandingé teachassclaéyommdt ceol | ect ed
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Presidentds Message Conti nufed

offers efficient and widespread yet specific help... i8re you surprisedAre you reassured€hallenged?
intelligenté teaches in a memorable
manneré tells student s WhdaidoiyouWhwpe for somd/aur nevgNEAKTA | (B
ent husiasticeé teaches @&feidant, RehavieintsiNill,we @mndunicate withff
life...maintains a balance between friendship and her and help her map the direction for the next twp
di stance with student s §eansPA\ilevstake the time te share oyrdhougghts
under st an dtakés yourfrenp..profieient towith colleagues, and help Nebraska grow in arts
beyond anything you have ever imagined help shagaucation and cultureWill we simply ponder
the future for st udent gligconhestaandlgavefthe sitoatios to stageatet gp véll
perseveresé is open t o weaskaqudstonssandéally listen; reattyiexpiore pew f
hand experience as p édeas, and keepréaching adlta t e s
opportunities for udent bondingé makes evefy
student fee i mpor n t &Vithyarhea gl okgratitygle far allsof ypup effortg
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eve not arou ( attedthe ASTA BLASTA eneSaptemieipla, pnd|s
pus S wt@%ometomﬁéoshaasefhecbaywh g teyrfic ggbpy e
advi
wh e 0 é
whi ch can b admir
esteem before teac
little differente mp |l oy many

students as human beings.
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ASTA BLASTA - Save the date and sign up!

When: Saturday September 13, 200&m-5PM
Who: Teachers, Players, and Clinicians
What: Hand tailored sessions, based on your neédsich included, and
optional dinner/night out.
Where: Millard West High Schoal80th and Q Street in Omaha, Music Dept.
Clinicians: Nebraska experts (FRIENDS!)
Cost: Early bird registration (By July 1$25.00
By August 1 $30.00
At the Door: $35.00
How: RSVP to Patty Ritchiepritchie@tconl.com 402-333-0853
by U.S. mail to 13905 Pierce Stre®maha, NE 68144




Invite A FriendASTA BLASTA!

Reach out and invite beginning teachers, <col

stuck in the mud teachers, veteran teachers

studio teachers. This is a day for everyone to come together for fun and fellowship and food! This is
network and collaborate on great projects for the upcoming year!

Lunch is provided! Order forms provided later for a catered meal.

How: RSVP to Patty Ritchiepritchie@tconl.com 402333-0853
by U.S. mail to 13905 Pierce Stre@maha, NE 68144

eqge
Vit
b day t

ASTA BLASTA Survey

Look over the possible sessions, each 50 minutes, with concurrent session offered.
Sessions will be offered based on repsonses by August 1.

Your name phone emalil

Orchestra Sessions ldeas
Conducting for string&estures and vocabulary

All String Instruments - small group and private lessonsinstruments provided.
Check any that would be of benefit.

Beginning Violin Intermediate Violin
Beginning Viola Intermediate Viola
Beginning Cello Intermediate Cello
Beginning Bass Intermediate Bass
Beginning Guitar Electronic violin.viola. cello
Sight reading sessiond/NVhat is your preference?
Full Orchestra String Orchestra a Mix
Fiddle Emphasis Jazz Emphasis Classical

Session suggestions$ndicate what would be of interest to you!

How to start an Alternative style groupiddling/ Jazz/ Rock/ Mix
A Share Session on Top Recruiting / Retention Ideas
(Attendees should share a typed idea page)
Overview of Class Method BookElem-High school
Student Leadershipap amazing talent of our studemtstablish a leadership team!
Working with Orchestra ParenBooster Organizations How and why!




Private Studio Sessions 2 sessions

Panel discussions covering topics such as:
Keeping a steady compass on lesson payments
Motivation for home practice
Best resources forscales; technical studies; progression of solo literature
Running studio recitals
How to keep students in your studio through the high school years
The role of the parent

=A =4 -4 -4 -4 4

Master class with Omaha Conservatory teachers, elementaryntermediate and advanced

Your suggestions

Crossover Sessions

~ Master class with Omaha Conservatory teachers, elementary, intermediate
and advanced

Contra and square dancing with local fiddle groups

Special evening suggestions

AHow t o audi tapractical guide forupgeding 1 n s

Create our own evening entertainment with more sight reading, or chamber njjusic

Local theater or music in Omaha
Casual dining and perhaps live music at a restaurant

Your suggestions

Volunteer String Clinicians

We need more Volunteers for the Discovering Strings and Orchestras prdgyem.know
someone who is interested in serving as one of the volunteer string educators, please
Mary Jane Dye at (703) 278113 extensioi2 or maryjane@astaweb.com.

cont:



oOn t he Beatd

with Patty Ritchie

This interview highlight®Ruth Meints, our next NEASTA President.

Ruth, in just three short years, your enthusiasm anghink about problems from many different angles ghd

creativity are making a big impact on Nebraska striggo established my pedagogy with solid Galamiaf
initiatives. Activities you organize or collaborate onprinciples.

include the Summer Omaha Conservatory of Music
Institute, the UNO Honor Orchestra, and the Mark | studied for one year at the University of Southerr]

Wood residency, to name but a few. California, focusing on viola performance, music

education, conducting, and educational psychology. |

What are your musical roots? was unable to finish my doctorate there, due to the
As a child, I began to play violin at the age of 7. Thaffival of my third son, Skyler. If | was to finish my
were only two private studio violin teachers in the doctorate in the years to come, which | plan to do,

Scottsbluff/Gering area, and a new high school strigguld pursue a degree in educational psychology,
teacher. My mom called the new high school teachgpsolute passion.

first. It had been less than 10 years since the

introduction of the Suzuki phllOSOphy to the United How has being a parent Shaped your expectations
States in late 60's. As with any new approach, peopfestudents?

latch onto certain elements that sometimes dilute thgrst, let me say, that being a parent has shaped njy

true intent. Initially told that a four year was too old épectations of parents more than students. It is
begin lessons, my mom persisted and | began studyjn@ep a child motivated and practicing. Until yol
with Bonnie Lyman, who was awarded teacher of t&perienced the day to day discipline of helping

year by the ASTA group last year. | remember thesomeone else learn an instrument, it is hard to fuI}IL

Belwin green, red, and purple books and of courseconceive the process. I'm sure those string teac
the ATune a Dayo ser i eswhoworkinthe schools know exactly what I'm
talking about. | remember the first master class in
As you can probably imagine, | was nearly the onlywhich one of my stastudents performed. The
serious violinist for miles. After about six or seven clinician said exactly what | had been saying for y4
years, my parents started driving me to study with Rrd of course, the student was elated at the revela
Will Schwarz in Ft. Collins at the University. It was Rsson. | try to remember that parents feel that wa

my

bugh
ve

rs

ars
tory

My parents had nearly the commitment that I had, our enthusiasm, practice methods, and motivation

1/2 hours one way, which took our whole Saturdayevery week with a private teacher. We come in W:'}E
|

certainly financially and absolutely in terms of hOUI’@echniques_ The student leaves pumped up and t

_ _ _ parent has to keep that energy going. | listen carg
| studied with Dr. Bud Emile throughmyyearsasan g t he comment s of par

undergraduate at University of Nebradkacoln and clue to the motivational climate at home. With
then went on to graduate school at the UnlverSIty Oétudents’ | try to have as few expectations, as pos

Southern lllinoisEdwardsville. It was such life Each lesson has to take them from where they areg|

changing experience working with John Kendall, algpis does not mean that | deny the existence of af
a native Nebraskan from Kearney. John Kendall wastevious assignments, but rather not condemning
the first to bring the Suzuki philosophy to the Unitedtyudent who didn't quite achieve the goals.

States and still remains an amazing pedagogue. | &®metimes, it's not the right time and coming back
forever indebted to him, as he shaped my ability to|ater will bring success.

fully
b Nt o

Sible.

Yy
3}
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oOn the Beatodé Continuedé

uninspired weeks...) | think the N&STA group is
Sometimes, it was just a bad week and better plangi&g open and certainly not possessive of good id¢as.
can fix the situation. Most of the time, the student This openness in sharing moments of brilliance
wants to do well, so | usually try to take the blame f@ﬁe all have these, too, thank goodness!) should ke
a student's lack of success (at least for awhile) anddkploited. The more exchange, the merrier, | say!
some different approaches to engage the student.

What is the Omaha Conservatory of Music?
Why did you move back to Nebraska? Since becoming the executidirector of the Omaha
| taught in San Jose for 5 years at a string academyonservatory of Music, | have worked very hard tg
and eventually moved to Los Angeles, where we livgfblement our mission statement, which is "Buildiflg
for ten years. We actually moved back to Nebraskanmusical community through education and perforr:n
for two reasons: our extended families were all hergnce.” Although we offer private lessons on all the
and my husband Ken wanted to get a doctorate. We&ring instruments, piano, guitar, voice and severa
had been trying to get him into school while we wekgind and brass instruments, | do not see this as oljr
in LA, but you have to be on the moreaking only venue of community involvement. My desire i
treadmill 24/7 or you're in big trouble. There just to help out all kinds of existing string programs by
wasn't anyway for him to work futime, go to school.sharing wonderful artists from around the country
and still see us. It was a big decision, since we wergith as many other programs as possible.
very connected in the musical community of Los
Angeles. The 20082009 school year will focus on the theme|of

"Arts and Adversity". We are going to study musid| of
What kinds of events foster great string playing? the Holocaust and Jewish composers, the music df
| think the best events have some kind of personal Shostakovich and his oppression from the
contact with great players. It's one thing to see a gggRlernment, black composers and the African
player in concert, but when you actually get to talk merican musical influence, and finally the
the player, perform for the player, and hear the ide@gntemporary musical responses to 9/11 and othelf
that the artist has for your playing or stories about adversity in our modern world. This program will
how they made it, it's a totally new ball game. This include concerts, courses, and great artists from all
contact can be achieved with great conductors,  over the country. There is a special event each mpnth.
chamber music groups, or soloiitst as long as they. |f you want to join in this study in any way, pleas

get to communicate with the students. feel free to use this theme in your studios or schodjls.
If you participate in any way, let me know so that |
What strengths help us prosper as teachers? can include your studio or programs in the events fhat

The biggest strength that any group can have is thgurround the great artists that will be visiting Omatfa.
collective mind. We are always bettegether If the

free exchange of ideas is paramount, then the qualgpeaking of great artists coming to Omaha...Don't
always goes up. If someone has a great idea for mjss the Omaha Conservatory of Music Institute tH
teaching a certain bow stroke, the sharing of the  summer. The dates are July2B. We've got some
information can spark more revelations on the samgf the best clinicians from Nebraska and all over thje

topic and sometimes revitalize a teacher who is gogited States. Read the Music Institute Article in this
through a down time (We all have them, those edition!

is




oOn the Beatdé Continuedé

This year, you can choose from 5 major offerings:
Orchestral/Band Musicianship, Conducting, Piano
Music Composition, Voice/Musical Theater. We
even have a hatlay program for guitar players and
junior strings (Beginning string players).

I hope to see all of you there (you can observe for
'free) and please send students. David Barg from

I'm looking forward to my presidency with NE
ASTA. | hope to find even more ways to utilize are
biggest resource: US! Do you have a vision for a
string event? Is there something you've always

wanted to participate in, but never had the chance

New

related to string playing? Do you know someone

personally that is a fantastic musician that we all .
should know? | don't think any idea is too big. If Wgymphony No. 5 with the advanced orchestra. T

think it, we can do it. | have a yoda poster on the 3y current plan dependent on building a strong w

to my office: There is no try, only do! and brass section.
Omaha Conservatory of Music Institute IFf{ytc;]u“;]a_v? questions, contact :
The dates are July 2Zb. Held at UNO, we've got u eints

some of the best clinicians from Nebraska and all Ogé?cutlveDlrector .
the United States. maha Conservatory of Music

rameints@yahoo.com

York will be returning to conduct the Shostakovict{L

Sis
d

Schoolhouse Fiddling Bee Results

The Eleventh Annual Schoolhouse Fiddling Bee in Avoca, Nebraska, was enjoyed by all present on Junday

afternoon, October 14, in The Old Avoca Schoolhouse. Nebraska musicians from Beaver Lake, Brod
Island, Gretna, Humboldt, Lincoln, Nehawka, Omaha, and Unadilla competed.

In the Open Division, each fiddler has to play a hoedown, a waltz, and a tune of choice. The winners|
First Place- Jim Harvey, from Omaha, Nebraska, Second PlaceAlana Hux, from Lincoln, Nebraska,
Third Place - Mariah Buettner, from Grand Island, Nebraska

K, Grar

are:

In the Fee Fi Faux Division, each musician has to play a fiddle tune on an instrument that is not a fiddle. Th

First Place winner was Cooper Moore, from Beaver Lake, Nebraska, who sang and played a tune on
the baritone ukulele.

In the Hocus Pocus Division, the fiddler must play a tune using-twogsy, sound effects, dancing, etc...
TheFirst Place winner was Mary Pat Kleven, from Bellevue, Nebraska.

In the Twin Fiddling Division, two fiddlers have to play a tune together with one playing the melody, a
other playing the harmonyThe First Place winners were Mary Pat Kleven (from Bellevue, Nebraska)
and Anne Studnicka (from Gretna, Nebraska).

Next year, the 12th Annual Schoolhouse Fiddling Bee will be held on Sunday, October 12, 2008.

For more information, contactg@alltel.net.

d the




NE-ASTA
YOUNG ORCHESTRA FESTIVAL
Saturday, May 10, 2008

What is the Young Orchestra Festival?
The festival is a great opportunity for your students in grae#si6is designed specifically
for middle school students and is one of the few events held to help this age group gain
experience and receive positive feedback as individuals or as an ensembile.

Where is the Festival held?
This year, the festival will be held in the Westbrook Music Building on the University of
Nebraskd Lincoln campus. Specific directions and a map will be sent upon receipt of
registration.

When does the Festival take place?
Performances will be scheduled between 8:0602r00pm on Saturday, May £,02008.
Full and/or String Orchestras may performIBminutes of music and will participate in a
mini-clinic with the adjudicator. Solos and small ensembles are scheduled in 10 minutefblocks
Students may perform up to 5 minutes of music and will also have a brief time with the
adjudicator for comments and help.

Are there ratings?
Yes! However, you may choose ratings, critique or both.

How much does it cost?
Full Orchestra is $60, String Orchestra is $40, Solos and Small Ensembles are $5 each|

Do | have to be an ASTA member to participate?
Although we do encourage you to become an active member of our chapter, it is not required
for participation in this event.

How do | sign up?
Please fill out the attached form. Send with a check made outASNA with NSOA to:
Ann Frame
7103 South 48 Street
Bellevue, NE 68147

Deadline for applications is Wednesday, April"18008.

All on Board? Is your name on our list?

I f you are a NEASTA member and want your ng@ame
have information updated, please contact Erin Cosby. Erin will contact you, and make the
additions for the roster and website.

10



YOUNG ORCHESTRA FESTIVAL Continued...

Why should | do this?

Provide a positive factor in building and maintaining a strong string program.
Gain experience in performance.

Gain experience in receiving critiques.

Help prepare for Spring Concerts.

Receive immediate and positive feedback.

Meaningful ratings and comments reinforce what students do well.
Help pinpoint areas for improvement.

Travel as a group.

Play in a big resonant auditorium.

Work with dynamic and positive clinician.

Inspire a group or individuals to practice.

Put an orchestra award in the trophy case for the whole school to see.

=4 =4 -4 & 8 8 _a 8 _9a _a 2 9

If you have any more questions:
Please contact Ann Frame,R&TA Memberat-Large. | am available by phone at
402-991-6974. | am also available by email at amframe@hotmail.com or ann.frame@ofjs.org.

| hope to see you and your students on Mdy; 2008 in Lincoln! Remember, applications
must be postmarked by Wednesday, April,18008.

University of Nebraska at Kearney

The UNK String Program began 2008 with wonderful news:Ni@onal String Project Consortium
selected UNK as one of thirtytwo String Project Sites throughout the United States As the only Strinﬂ‘
Project Site in Nebraska, the faculty of the UNK String Project is extremely excited to participate in efphance
string education with our community, and will offer teaching assistantships and stipends for string
studentteachers who participate in the project.

Along with the UNK String Project, the Thornton String Quartet continues to represent the UNK Musi
Department as the principal student chamber ensemble, and offers numerous performance opportynities
generous scholarships for its participants through competitive audition (dates: February 16 & 22, M@rch 7
8). With the nurturing environment created by the string faculty, more than twenty scholarships f@r strin
students, and recently remodeled performance facilities, the UNK String Program has produced thg MTN
State Chamber Music Competition winners and the NMTA Collegiate String Competition winner fof| 2006.
UNK offers NASMaccredited BMPerformance, BAEd/usic Education, BMMusic Business and
BA-Music degrees with Majors/Emphases for each of the standard string instruments, where stuaﬂents C
work with a faculty credentialed by sever al of t
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NEBRASKA ASTA WITH NSOA
YOUNG ORCHESTRA FESTIVAL

FULL/STRING ORCHESTRA REGISTRATION FORM
University of Nebraskd.incoln
Saturday, May 10 2008

School:

Address:

School Phone: Fax:

Conductor/ Teacher és Name:

Home Address:

Home Phone:

Email:

Check events to be entered:

Full Orchestra : Ratings Critique Both

String Orchestra . Ratings Critique Both

Selections to be played:
Full: 1.
2.

String: 1.
2.
3.

Number of Rehearsals/Week: Rehearsal Length:

Equipment needed: # of chairs: # of stands: Piano? Yes/No

ENTRY FEES:

Total number of full orchestras x$60 =9

Total number of string orchestras x$40=$

Total number of small ensembles (see back) x$5=9%

Total number of solos (see back) x$5=%

Total for all events $

Send FORM, FEES (checks made payable to ASTA with NSOA) and SEATING CHART to:
Ann Frame
7103 South 43 Street
Bellevue, NE 68147

REGISTRATION FORMS MUST BE POSTMARKED BY APRIL 16 ™, 2008. PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY
APPLICATION!
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NEBRASKA ASTA WITH NSOA
YOUNG ORCHESTRA FESTIVAL
SOLO/SMALL ENSEMBLE REGISTRATION FORM

Small Ensemble: Please include number of students in each ensemble.

Names: Grade(s): Selection/Composer:  Ensemble Description/Instrumentation:

(photocopy or use additional paper as needed)
Solos:

Name: Grade: Selection/Composer Accompanist?

Please count # of solos and small ensembles to figure the fees on the other side of this page. The fee is $5 per sq|o or
small ensemble.
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1sPlace Winner of the 5th

Annual Fiddle Tune Composition Contest

Trip to Germaw

By: Shari Clarke

For my friend Magdalena, who is spending a high school term in Germany. She asked me to send I"
tunes in D major so | thought 16d
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